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town, which were four in number, two beyond the
hills, and two between them. These passes were
choked up with a dense jungle. The whole army
was commanded by Colonel Sutherland, assisted
by Sir John Phillimore, and most of the officers,
seamen, and marines, of H. M. S. Thetis.

At noon the enemy pushed forward in immense
numbers, and with ferocious valour towards the
passes, with the design of forcing them. Their
attention was particularly directed to the right
wing, as the town was considered to be most ac-
cessible on that side. Their savage cries, their
heedless desperation, and tumultuous onset,. were
well calculated to unnerve the bravery of troops
accustomed to discipline and a more honourable
species of warfare, but our soldiers met the Ashan-
tees with an unmoved front : the resistance was as
courageous as the attack was fierce; and the first
approach of the enemy was repulsed with steadi-
ness. It was at this crisis that Lieutenant Swanzy
fell, covered with wounds at the head of his de-
tachment. To this fine young man, whose gal-
lantry was conspicuous in the action, might be
applied with truth the celebrated words of the poet,

" The young, the beautiful, the brave !"

The conflict raged with great fury, and the in-
domitable self-possession of our soldiers at last
threw the Ashantees into confusion. Their wild
exultations gave way to universal despair, a panic
seized upon their irregular masses, which now